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2. 99-0276, Bit and national groups

Comments:

1. Proposal item 1:

a) The definitions of bit and national groups can be simplified taking advantage of the definitions of “bit data item” and “national data item”, meaning both elementary and group items. 

b) The fact that these groups contain only bit / national items is prerequisite, not effect of the declaration.

I’d suggest the following changes: 

“4.nn    bit group item:   A group item containing only subordinate bit data items, declared explicitly or implicitly as a group item that is in most usages treated as an elementary item.

4.nn    national group item:   A group item containing only subordinate national data items, declared explicitly or implicitly as a group item that is in most usages  treated as an elementary item. "

2. Proposal item 2c: I agree with your rationale– they are treated as elementary items and should be allowed -  and I’d prefer making this a note

3. 8.5.1.6.1.1, second paragraph, change “with respect to the first item” to “relative to the first item”. This is still not very precise, but a little clearer.

4. 8.5.1.6.1.2, header, change to “Alignment of national data items” (making it consistent and again taking advantage of the definition).

5. 8.5.1.6.1.2, first paragraph, incl. Bullets, change to:

“ Alignment of a bit data item within a group item, when neither a SYNCHRONIZED clause nor an ALIGNED clause is specified, is at the next available bit position.”

{AR: 

a) “Bit data items” covers both groups and elementary items, and

b) This is true independently of any preceding items. If the preceding item is not a bit data item, the “next available bit position” is the first bit of next available character position. If there is no preceding item in a group, the “next available bit position” is the first bit of the group. }

6. 8.5.1.6.1.2, second bulleted list, last item, change “within the group, excluding level 01” to “of all bit data items identical to or superordinate to the preceding bit data item”, and add the following note:

“NOTE — Consider these examples:

1 rec.

2 alph.

3 pic 1 bit.

3 b-1 pic 1 bit.”.

In this case, the filler item is subordinate to alph, i.e. on the same level as b-1.

1 rec.

2 bit-gr group bit.

3 pic 1 bit.

3 b-1 pic 1 bit.”.

In this case, the filler item is not subordinate to bit-gr, i.e. it is on the same level as bit-gr.”

7. Proposal item 16, rule 1, change in part to:

“… subordinate to a bit group item, a GROUP BIT is implied …”.

8. Proposal item 16, rule 2, change in part to:

9. “… subordinate to a national group item, a GROUP NATIONAL is implied …”.

